[image: image1.png]earth * trust




PRESS RELEASE

16th June 2011

Local school children cut the ribbon at launch of stunning new wildlife walk!

Photo opportunity: Launch of Thrupp Lake Circular Walk - ribbon cutting by Radley Primary School students, 11.30am, 17th June 2011, Thrupp Lake Path, Sandles, Thrupp Lane, Radley, OX14 4QZ.

The Earth Trust is thrilled to announce the launch of a stunning new walk at Thrupp Lake in Radley, Oxfordshire. The Thrupp Lake Circular Walk is a one-mile (1.7km) route taking in breathtaking lakeside scenery and will officially open on 17th June 2011. The occasion will be marked by a community celebration, complete with a ribbon cutting ceremony, guided walks and exciting family activities. 

Lorretta Waters, Neighbourhood Wildlife Warden at the Earth Trust said: “Thrupp Lake is a haven for wetland wildlife and this new walk provides a unique opportunity to enjoy an amazing range of birds and wild flowers up close, so we’re thrilled to be opening it to the public. The local community has been the driving force behind the project, so the walk’s launch is also the perfect opportunity to say thank you to the local people and the funders.” 

The project is being led by the Earth Trust, with support from the landowners RWE npower and project funding from South Oxfordshire LEADER project and is part of the Trust’s ambitious multi-phase project to develop Thrupp Lake and its surroundings into a haven for wildlife and a valuable local resource. 

Jim Haggan of RWE npower, who own the site, said: “We are really pleased to be partners in this project.  This walk and the signage will make the site more accessible for local people.”
Kate Forrest of Southern Oxfordshire LEADER said: “The Southern Oxfordshire LEADER programme is all about supporting rural communities and strengthening the local economy.  This project has helped provide access and an engaging experience for visitors to the site and has been designed through consultation with the local community.”
The launch of the walk will be attended by guests including students from Radley Primary School, representatives of RWE npower, Friends of Radley Lakes and local councillors.  

Guests will be able to wander out across the lake via a new 25-metre boardwalk and explore the new bird hide - an ideal hideaway for spotting birds including great crested grebe, tufted duck and kingfisher. New signage will also be revealed, featuring watercolour paintings by local residents. There will be a range of children’s activities including a scavenger hunt and a unique wildlife croquet game created especially for the site by a local designer.

The celebrations will take place between 11am and 3pm, with guided walks but the event is limited to invitation only because there is no car parking on site.
The walk is now open to the public all the time (apart from 3rd January). Thrupp Lake is a beautiful green oasis that can be enjoyed all year round. In spring, visitors can look out for herons, cygnets and kingfishers. In summer, dragonflies dart over the lake, while orchids can be found at the water’s edge. Come autumn, the landscape is transformed as the leaves change into a multitude of hues, before the lake becomes a magical winter wetland visited filled with overwintering birds. If you would like to visit after the 17th, you can walk or cycle along Sustrans Route 5 to enjoy a day at the lake, only 5km from Abingdon. 

ENDS

Press contact and photo opportunities

For more information, to arrange interviews or a site visit contact Alexis Pym on 01865 409 414 or on 07570 671979
Notes to editors

1. The  Earth Trust

The Earth Trust is a registered charity (Reg. Charity No. 1095057) 
For more information on our aims, objectives and events visit www.earthtrust.org.uk 

2. Welcome to the Earth Trust
At the Earth Trust we think that the best way to look after the places we love is to change the way we live.  We give people life changing experiences that reconnect us to the natural world.

The Earth Trust is all about people and the way they feel, think and act towards the environment.  We are convinced that the world is currently at a turning point. At the Earth Trust we believe this is a challenge we can all rise to by making small changes to the way we live.  We are convinced there are many people out there who have the ingenuity and passion to make a difference. We believe it’s our job to help them do so.

3. Thrupp Lake

For more information about Thrupp Lake Radley, please visit www.earthtrust.org.uk/Places/ThruppLake
4. RWE npower

For more information see www.rwe.com
5. Southern Oxfordshire LEADER

For more information see www.southernoxfordshireleader.org.uk
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